Lanthorn, vol. 45, no. 48, March 14, 2011 by Grand Valley State University
Grand Valley State University
ScholarWorks@GVSU
Volume 45, July 8, 2010 - June 9, 2011 Lanthorn, 1968-2001
3-14-2011
Lanthorn, vol. 45, no. 48, March 14, 2011
Grand Valley State University
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lanthorn_vol45
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
This Issue is brought to you for free and open access by the Lanthorn, 1968-2001 at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Volume 45, July 8, 2010 - June 9, 2011 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Lanthorn, vol. 45, no. 48, March 14, 2011" (2011). Volume 45, July 8, 2010 - June 9, 2011. 46.
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lanthorn_vol45/46
NEWS | A4 
St. Patrick's Day traditions explained
LAKER LIFE |
GV goes o 
Spring
THE STUDENT-RUN NEWSPAPER AT GRAND VALLEY
Students create 
off-campus recycling push
GVL / Eric Coulter
Green initiative: Junior John Bielak (pictured) is head of the Off-Campus Recycling Initiative, which Bielak is operating with other students as a part of his Environmental Studies capstone.
By Molly Waite
•- GVL Assistant News Editor*
F
or most Grand Valley State University stu­
dents living off-campus, recycling is not as 
easy as separating plastic, paper and glass into 
separate bins. A group of students enrolled in the En­
vironmental Studies capstone course, Environmental 
Problem-Solving, found that the majority of living 
facilities around the GVSU campus do not have re­
cycling programs and chose to focus on this environ- 
thental issue for their class project.
" “Our goal is to get recycling programs started in 
some of the apartment complexes near campus,” said 
junior John Bielak, an occupational safety and health
management major. “Currently, one-two of seven of 
the nearby complexes have recycling available to res­
idents. Our best effort would be to start petition of the 
residents in those complexes, to get the word out and 
gain some public support, and then try to approach 
the property managers and let them know why we, 
as students, feel that it would be good for Grand Val­
ley as a whole to have recycling programs in the off- 
campus complexes.”
Bielak is one of five students working on this proj­
ect. Other group members are junior Timmy Luongo, 
a general business major, senior Emily Kuhlman, a 
hospitality and tourism management major, senior 
Zach Christian-Rotramel, a geography major; and 
Randi Conklin, who was unavailable for comment.
“Our initiative was started to spread the idea of
recycling to students at Grand Valley who don’t have 
a convenient way of doing so,” Christian-Rotramel 
said. “...Starting a project like this is just our small 
part in cleaning up our planet and making it better for 
future generations.”
Kuhlman added that environmentally friendly 
practices are expected of businesses in today’s so­
ciety, and offering recycling to residents shows that 
apartment complex care about the planet and the 
well-being of those who live there.
The group will take petitions around to the resi­
dents of these complexes this week.
“We want to hit the ground running when we get 
back from Spring Break and really build some strong 
support,” Bielak said.
See Recycling, A2
Michigan sustainability efforts spread to Africa
Dan Spadafora
GVL Staff Writer
Kyle Denning and Dan Kuiper, co­
founders of Sustainable Eneigy Financ­
ing and Viability Africa, are in business 
together to improve the future through 
renewable energy and resources.
“We highly value making sure we 
spend our time investing in things that 
really help people’s lives for the better,” 
Denning said. “But we make sure we 
do this in a profitable way for ourselves 
and the people we work with. We feel 
this is true sustainability.”
Denning, a Jonesville, Mich., na­
tive, graduated from Grand Valley 
State University in 2008 with a degree 
in international business and finance. 
After graduation Denning worked for 
a company called Viability, where he
provided renewable eneigy consulting.
SEF and Viability Africa help pro­
mote these sustainable projects by 
finding grant programs, tax credits and 
financing for the clients involved with 
the projects.
Kuiper, a 35-year-old senior at 
GVSU, said his ability to impact the 
future is part of his motivation to push 
renewable eneigy and sustainable proj­
ects.
“I have three children right now, 
and I want them to have a place to live 
when they grow up, quite honestly,” 
Kuiper said. “I don’t think the current 
way we utilize our resources is sustain­
able. I’m not designing wind turbines. 
I’m not manufacturing solar panels, 
but I am contributing to the implemen­
tation of a broader adoption of renew­
able eneigy technologies.”
It is this strong dedication towards 
the cause which Kipper feels lead to 
the purchase of Viability with Denning. 
Following the purchase of Viability, 
Denning moved to Nairobi, Kenya in 
March 2010 to set up and operate Vi­
ability Africa, while Kuiper remained 
in Michigan.
In Africa, Denning and Kuiper both 
say the opportunities for SEF and Via­
bility Africa could be huge. According 
to Denning, of the 42 million that live 
in Kenya, about 30 million do not have 
access to electricity, which makes Af­
rica well-suited for renewable eneigy.
“I’m living in Nairobi. It’s a very 
modem city,” Denning said. “But that’s 
in Nairobi. As soon as I get out of the 
city, that’s when everything changes. 
There are areas that have no power. 
There is just not a grid that exists to de­
DENNING
liver power. There are a lot of villages 
that don’t have access to consistent 
eneigy sources, and hence our job here 
See Africa, A2
Newly-certified MAREC 
takes energy to market
By Chelsea Stoskopf
GVL Staff Writer
• Newly armed with a certification 
from the state of Ohio, Grand Valley 
State University’s Michigan Alterna­
tive and Renewable Energy Center 
(MAREC) is now one of the laigest 
certified solar generators in Michigan.
Through a partnership with Midwest 
Solar Aggregation Group (MiSAG), a 
subsidiary of Sustainable Energy Fi­
nancing (SEF), a business founded by 
GVSU entrepreneurs Kyle Denning 
and Dan Kuipers, MAREC is now cer­
tified to generate solar power.
“There is an actual market which 
has developed within the past few years 
where if you can track the amount of re­
newable eneigy that you create and cer­
tify that in fact that you are truly gener­
ating eneigy using renewable devices, 
then you are assigned a certain amount 
of credit or Solar Renewable Eneigy 
Credits (S-REC’s),” said Am Boezaart, 
director of MAREC. “They then have 
a market value that you can take to a 
commodities market that specializes in 
renewable eneigy, and those credits can 
be sold because there are companies 
and states in need of those credits.”
Boezaart said they received certifi­
cation from the Public Utilities Com­
mission of Ohio because the state was 
interested in purchasing S-RECs due 
to a law which requires that a certain
amount of their eneigy comes from re­
newable sources.
When MAREC generates solar en-
See MAREC, A2
Courtesy photo / gvsu.edu
Green credits: The Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center will generate 
solar power and sell their Solar Renewable Energy Credits to the state of Ohio.
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MAREC
continued from page AI
eigy through the solar panels on 
their roof they tell Ohio, which 
then will convert the energy 
into credits that can be sold on 
the market for monetary value. 
MAREC has already sold
two credits.
Kuipers sard MiSAG helps 
clients like MAREC to gain 
certification as a generator of 
renewable energy so that they 
can have these credits created 
and sold.
“Our job is to help reduce 
the cost of renewable energy
lrt week of Recyclemania:
• lbs of waste
• lbs of recylcing
• lbs of compost
• % of waste steam recycled
• % recycled with compost
2010
308,150 
120,835 
51,760 
28% 
36% .
2011
318,186 3% Increase
164,980 37% Increase
104,590 102% Increase 
34% 45.2% Increase
46%
technology because the cost of 
renewable energies is not com­
petitive with traditional, coal or 
natural gas generating facili­
ties, and the way to do that is 
through market-based incentive 
opportunities,” he said.
Both MiSAG and MAREC 
will take part in the first annual 
Made in Michigan Renewable 
Energy Technology Show held 
from 9 am. to 4 pm. March 
21-23 by the MAREC center 
in Muskegon. Mark H. Clevey 
from the State of Michigan Bu­
reau of Energy Systems (BES) 
will discuss how the BES sup­
ports renewable energy tech­
nologies and products in Michi­
gan.
cstoskopj® lanthorn rom
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continued from page A1
ENS 401 is team-taught by 
•Kelly Parker, professor of phi­
losophy, and Jodee Hunt, asso­
ciate professor of Biology.
"The idea of the project is 
to pick something new - a new 
public action that hadn’t pre­
viously existed,” Parker said. 
"When they came up with this 
idea, my first reaction was, ‘You 
mean they’re not recycling in 
the off-campus apartments?’ 
But I think this is a great project. 
There is a real need, and hope­
fully it will prove to be doable, 
working with the apartment 
management.”
Parker added, so far, the 
apartment residents have given 
positive feedback to the idea.
As the initiative is just get­
ting started, Luongo stressed the 
importance of establishing recy­
cling programs around GVSU.
"The amount of trash we cre­
ate is constantly increasing, and 
our landfills are filling up,” Lu­
ongo said. “Reducing our waste 
through recycling can reduce 
pollution, habitat destruction 
and the amount of energy used 
to make products, thus reduc­
ing financial expenditure in the 
economy. With Grand Valley 
being the largest population 
hub in Allendale, we believe 
that recycling for all of the stu­
dents living in the apartments 
surrounding campus could seri­
ously reduce the strain on local 
waste management.” 
assistantnew s @ lanthorn rom
Africa
t
continued from page A1 
has so much potential.”
Some of the projects Viability Africa is striving 
to achieve are wind farms and solar farms. The 
company is currently involved in three countries: 
Rwanda, Uganda and Kenya.
“We are so fortunate in the States that every 
time I flip on a light switch or turn on a television, 
I have power,” Denning said.
Although both said Africa provides many op­
portunities, the distance has its drawbacks.
When one is waking up, the other is preparing 
for bed. They connect via cell phone, Skype or in­
stant messager at 7 a jn. and 10 pm. daily.
Although they may be separated by the Atlan­
tic Ocean and can only speak to each other briefly, 
Denning said they will always carry the same goal 
to improve for the future and to set an example.
“If you are really passionate about making 
a difference in the world, get your hands dirty,” 
Denning said. “Going out, doing it and taking a 
risk is what’s going to make a difference.”
dspadafora@lanthorn rom
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Student Senate 
unveils updated blog.
The Political Affairs 
Committee of Grand Valley 
State University's Student 
Senate is releasing their « 
newly updated blog,
"The Platform."This blog .» 
will allow students to 
express their opinions 
about current local 
and state politics, to 
provide students with , 
easy access to important ; 
news information they 
may not know how to , 
find otherwise and to 
provide links to important ■ 
documents and videos.
Past blogs have included , ■ 
topics such as voter guides 
and information about 
elections, information 
about Battle of the Valleys, 
the State of the Union 
address, and proposed J 
government policies. ,
New entries to the blog-,, 
are posted two to three 
times a week by various , 
members of the Political ., 
Affairs Committee to keep , 
information up to date 
and readily available. The 
blog can be accessed at ,.» 
sspacplatform.blogspot. , 
com or from the Student .■< 
Senate website, www.gvsu.-; 
edu/studentsenate. Any 
questions about the blog , 
can be e-mailed to the 
Political Affairs Committee, 
at sspac@gvsu.edu.
UMVERSITYbookstore
lJ BS
www.ubs gvsu edu
SHOP ONLINE 
ANYTIME!
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Internship Opportunity 
Information Technology Position
- Paid Internship Opportunity for Summer/Fall 2011
- Part-Time (15-20 hours per week)
Meet with us In person at our 
IT Internship Opportunity Open House 
Monday, March 21st
6:00 to 8:00 PM
Vilage at 48 West Apartments Commons Building 
Alendale, Michigan
Purpose
- Assist the Into Systems 
Manager, and other sup­
port function teams
- Enhance use of tech­
nology in the company
For qualifications, 
and to apply,please visit 
www. ipaliving. com/careers
Responsibilities
- Resolve technical 
challenges
- Research and recommend 
technology solutions
- Analyze effectiveness of 
current processes with IS 
Manager
- Train end users
IPA Management. LLC O ipa
University of
Every lawyer must pass the bar.
Ours go on to raise it.
Wayne State 
University
Law school
W.iyru* Law, <i Best Value Law School, offers 
students a strong and comprehensive 
legal education in Michigan's historic, 
economic and cultural center. Detroit’s 
vibrant legal market provides students 
with direct access to internship and employment opportunities 
at state and federal courts, government offices, multinational 
corporations, unions and major law firms. It's no wonder Wayne 
law alumni continue to lead the way in the annual Michigan 
Super I awyers and Rising Stars rankings.
la winquire@way ne.edu
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involvement from the stays sources and 
contained fabrications. The lanthom
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Lost in the shuffle
Gov. Rick Snyder has enacted several policies 
designed to boost the state economy, but these 
policies seem to lack focus on what is most 
important - the people who elected him into office.
There is no question that Gov. Rick Snyder has enacted policies that will have short term benefits for the Michigan economy. His frequent declaration that, “Jobs are job No. 1 ” defined his candidacy 
and is defining his governorship, but for many Michigan residents, 
Snyder s cuts threaten to create economic hardships for citizens of an 
already struggling state.
Snyder’s official budget will not be announced until Thursday, but 
cuts such as a 22-percent decrease in higher education funding, the 
inclusion of pensions and retirement money in taxable income and the 
scaling back of the Michigan film incentives have been announced 
over the past month.
The latest criticism stems from Snyder’s proposed tax increases. 
Households earning $17,000 or less — which make up the poorest 20 
percent of Michigan families — will see a tax increase of 1.1 percent, 
compared to a 0.1 percent increase for the state’s wealthiest residents. 
An analysis by the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy esti­
mates that the tax hike will have a 10 times greater impact on low- 
income families than wealth ones.
These changes will no doubt help the state crawl out of a slumping 
economy by reducing spending on what Snyder apparently sees as 
unnecessary expenses, but Michigan residents depend on these “ex­
penses” to cope with a struggling economy, and the needs of the state 
should not overshadow the needs of the people that live in the state.
If current trends continue, the people who elected Snyder into office 
will no longer be able to afford to live in Michigan. It’s as if the gover­
nor is trying to put together circumstances in which only the wealthiest 
of Americans will be able to live in Snyder’s “reinvented Michigan,” 
and everyone else will have to deal with it.
The political unrest and movements toward revolution that have 
spread in Tunisia, Egypt, Lybia and other countries in the North 
African/Middle Eastern region may have occurred far away from 
home, but the will of those citizens to take action and rid themselves 
of oppressive conditions have served as a reminder to the world of the 
power that the people hold over the government. The government is 
supposed to serve the people, and not the other way around.
If government officials in Michigan, as well as other Great Lakes 
states, continue to push their political agendas in lieu of working to 
maintain a decent standard of living for their constituents, then it’ll only 
be a matter of time before those constituents begin to wield the same 
power as those who have recently fought for a better standard of living.
EDITORIAL CARTOON 1 '
Courtesy Cartoon / King Features
The student-run newspaper of Grand Valley State University
Editorial Page Board
YOURTHOUGHTS
Are Gov. Snyder's current polities putting Michigan
back on track?
"In his mind, 
cutting the film 
incentive program 
is a short term 
economic fix, but 
he hasn't let the 
program develop. 
Michigan will not 
have the uplifting 
publicity that it 
needs right now."
"Generally, what 
I've heard, I think 
it's good."
"Yes. He's equally 
cutting everyone, 
so in a way it's 
fair."
"I haven't heard 
of many of the 
policies. I have 
dual citizenship 
in California, so I 
have an excuse!"
"I don't really have 
an opinion at this 
point. Seems too 
early to say."
Katelyn
Stutterheim
Junior
Advertising
Port Sanilac, Mich.
Mike Schmidtke
Senior
Information Systems 
Saline, Mich.
Brittni Keskitalo
Senior
Biology
Chesterfield, Mich.
Dave Connett
Senior
Information Systems 
Torrance, Calif.
Evan Bushong
Junior
Criminal Justice 
Cass City, Mich.
GVL STUDENT OPINION
Post-Spring Break is more of a drag than Charlie Sheen
Happy hangover, 
everyone!
Now that everyone 
is back from Spring 
Break, some tanner 
than others, it is time 
to rejoin society. This 
may prove a challenge 
for many of m/tiollege 
colleagues, who spent 
the majority of their 
break flashing massive 
hordes in Malibu or 
quoting Charlie Sheen’s 
latest rants about 
“Two and a Half Men’’ 
getting nixed. While 
taking your top off to 
(paradoxically) receive 
a free t-shirt, or refus­
ing to ingest “Charlie 
Sheen: the drug,” is 
a fun vacation, it still 
doesn’t change the fact 
that today is a Monday.
And it’s the Monday 
after Spring Break.
Margaritas aren’t 
as free as they were 
last week. Also, no
one is going to rec­
ommend parasailing 
off the coast of Lake 
Michigan for the next 
few months. Therefore, 
here are some tips that 
will make for an easy 
transition back into bor­
ing civilian life after a 
week of making more 
mistakes than a bottle 
of authentic Mexican 
tequila will allow you 
to forget:
•Pick up a couple 
extra jobs on the side. 
That trip you took 
likely wasn’t cheap, 
so with the spare time 
you have — in be­
tween catching up on a 
week’s-worth of home­
work and posting a 
never-ending stream of 
pictures of the Floridian 
sunset on Facebook — 
you may want to con­
sider snagging a couple 
of additional shifts. In 
case you were unaware, 
tattoo removal can 
put you back a pretty 
penny.
•Start looking for 
a good lawyer. Some­
where in that “Girls
Gone Wild” contract 
you drunkenly signed 
is a loophole that will 
ensure that your parents 
will never see a video 
of you they can never 
un-see. Your new at­
torneys are trained to 
And those clauses that 
circumvent embarrass­
ing footage making its 
way to households all 
over the country for a 
monthly $19.95 sub­
scription.
•Stash your beads 
somewhere secure. For 
those of you who went 
to Mardi Gras this year, 
there is absolutely no 
reason to keep the evi­
dence of your vacation, 
unless you really want 
someone to find them 
and say, “Geez, how 
many times did you 
flash tjie crowd in one 
week?”
Spring Break is, in 
a way, much more de­
structive to a student’s 
productivity than any 
other school vacation. 
Whereas the Winter and 
Summer Breaks exist 
between two unrelated
blocks of academia, 
Spring Break finds 
itself smack-dab in the 
middle of a semester. 
Why so many profes­
sors think that it’s 
cool to assign lengthy 
readings for the week is 
beyond me. We’re too 
busy burning under the 
natural Cancun sun and 
skinny dipping at the 
beach(ifc of California to 
skim through hundreds 
of pages of tfcitbooksj 
Professor Buzzkill!
If anything, Spring 
Break should be fol­
lowed with a debriefing 
week of easy curricu­
lum so anyone who has 
nagging remnants of 
the previous week to 
sweep under the rug has 
the opportunity to do 
so. Everyone deserves 
a mulligan, especially 
those of us who didn’t 
spend an entire week 
at their parents’ house, 
rewatching movies with 
the audio commentary 
on, fantasizing about 
warmer climates.
“Winning,” indeed... 
cslattery@lanthorn .com
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Valley Vote
Will GVSU be able to survive government 
cuts without raising tuition?
Yes: 50%
This week s question:
Are you going to find a way to 
donate to the Japan relief effort?
No: 50%
Vote online at
Lanthorn.com
GVL OPINION POLICY
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthom opinion page is to stimulate 
discussion and action on topics of interest 
to the Grand Valley Community, 
t Student opinions do not reflect those of 
the Grand Valley Lanthom. 
t The Grand Valley Lanthom welcomes 
trader viewpoints and offers three vehicles 
qf expression for reader opinions: letters 
tp the editor, guest columns and phone 
responses.
j Letters must include the author’s name 
and be accompanied by current picture 
identification if dropped off in person. 
Letters will be checked by an employee of 
the Grand Valley Lanthom. 
c Letters appear as space permits each
\
issue. The limit for letter length is one 
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and 
condense letters and columns for length 
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthom will not be 
held responsible for errors that appear in 
print as a result of transcribing handwritten 
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld 
for compelling reasons.
The content, information and 
views expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those of the 
university, its Board of Thistees, officers, 
faculty and staff.
This one's for the artists: an ode to the creative
Kevin
VanAntwerpen
GVL Columnist
Despite my 
blossoming career in 
the field of journalism. 
I’ve always considered 
myself more of an 
artist than a reporter. 
I’m by no means a 
great artist, but I’ve 
made some cash off a 
few short stories and 
poems. The boys in my 
band Chasing the Sky 
and I have also had 
some mild-to-moderate 
success. So it’s only 
out of love that I write 
this column.
Last week, a friend 
of mine who majors in 
photography confessed
- on the verge of tears
- that she had severe 
doubt in her abilities. 
Despite several career 
successes (including
a digital painting in 
Congressman Pete 
Hoekstra’s art gallery 
for a brief period 
of time), she was 
considering giving up. 
Her professors hate 
her work, she said.
She should just resign 
herself to a career in 
gluing corrugation to 
cardboard boxes.
I believe every artist 
experiences this at 
some point. Students 
pursuing their dream 
career, too. All I have 
to say to that is stop 
whining and get back 
to work.
I’m going be tacky 
and quote a television 
show. Any fan of 
the HBO western- 
drama “Dead wood” 
recognizes saloon 
owner A1 Swearengen 
as the ultimate evil 
badass. The guy is an 
extortionist, murderer, 
and all-around jerk.
But there’s one thing 
you have to admire 
about him - he lets 
nothing stand in his 
way. I mean, this guy 
picks fights while 
simultaneously passing 
a stone.
During the series, 
the editor of the
town’s newspaper is 
beaten for publishing 
something the bad 
guys didn’t want him 
to. When he speaks to 
Swearengen of quitting 
bis post, Swearengen 
(who sees the need for 
a free press) does to 
the editor what should 
be done to every artist 
at some point. He slaps 
him out of his self-pity.
“Pain or damage 
don’t end the world,” 
Swearengen says. “Or 
despair. Or f***ing 
beatings. The world 
ends when you’re 
dead. Until then, 
you’ve got more 
punishment in store. 
Stand it like a man and 
give some back.”
Isn’t that why 
you’re an artist? To 
push back against 
a world that is 
consistently beating on 
you or the people you 
love? You didn’t start 
painting to get a pat 
on the back from your 
professor. You didn’t 
spend hours writing 
a manuscript so that
your friends will think 
you’re intelligent. You 
didn’t learn to play 
inverted chords on 
the guitar just to get a 
record deal.
You did it because, 
like Picasso said, “The 
painting is not done to 
decorate apartments.
It is an instrument of 
war.”
You’re an artist 
because you have a 
voice and that voice 
deserves to be heard 
by the people who 
will love it and hate it 
alike. You’re an artist 
because the world is 
dangerous, chaotic, 
and seriously messed 
up, and this is the only 
way you can make 
sense of it all. You’re 
an artist because you 
know somewhere, 
someone feels just like 
you. And if even just 
one person is affected 
by your work, all the 
effort was worth it.
Because that’s what 
art is about. 
kvanantwerpen @
lanthorn.com
Want us to publish your thoughts? 
E-mail us at editorial@lanthorn.com
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Courtesy photo / Carolyn Ulstad
Greening the grad*: GVSU senior Carolyn Ulstad's 3D garden design, which she created for the Environmental Studies course last semester.
Class creates community gardens in Muskegon
By Molly Waite
GVL Assistant News Editor
Last semester, 10 students in 
Grand Valley State University’s 
Environmental Studies program 
went into the Muskegon com­
munity and helped design and 
create gardens as part of a new­
ly created “Practicum on Sus­
tainable Agriculture: Designing 
Sustainable Gardens.”
“Students study the physical, 
social, and economic character­
istics of the community gardens 
they are assigned,” said Edwin 
Joseph, associate professor of 
geography. “Each student is as­
signed a garden for the entire 
semester to learn how the gar­
den operates, how decisions are 
made, the crop combinations, 
crop utilization and consump­
tion. They then work with the 
gardeners to help improve the 
efficiency of the gardens and 
build a physical scaled model 
for proposing changes. They 
also study the demographics of 
the area.”
The purpose of the ENS 493 
course is to provide basic skills 
in developing sustainable gar­
den designs, space utilization, 
crop selection and water deliv­
ery systems.
Diane Miller, the environ­
mental studies graduate as­
sistant, helped Joseph bring 
working with the Muskegon 
community into the program.
“What came out of that was 
the ten students in the class were 
partnered with ten community 
gardens to build a relationship 
with the community to find out 
about the community needs and 
do research on the garden,” said 
Miller. “They were learning 
how to make these gardens bet­
ter.”
At the end of the semester, 
students produced three-dimen­
sional models and posters of 
their gardens.
The course was created to 
provide students with the oppor­
tunity to engage with communi­
ties and to learn first-hand how 
to develop more efficient gar­
dens and how these gardens can 
improve quality of life through 
recreation, exercise, therapy, 
education and the production of 
nutritious foods.
“In short, ENS 493 provides 
opportunities for community
engagement and empowers 
GVSU students by teaching 
them how to focus on commu­
nity food needs and problem 
solving through civic engage­
ment,” Joseph said.
Senior Carolyn Ulstad, ge­
ography major, took part in the 
practicum last semester for her 
environmental studies minor 
and said she and her classmates 
each worked to make the com­
munity garden to which they 
were assigned more sustainable 
and more efficient.
“It was very rewarding 
working with that garden and 
the community members,” Ul­
stad said.
There are a couple of cours­
es at GVSU that focus on ag­
riculture, but the Practicum on 
Sustainable Agriculture focuses 
on problem solving within the 
local communities and solving 
those problems with commu­
nity involvement. Joseph said 
he is encouraged by the success 
of the practicum so far.
“In many ways, ENS 493 
empowers GVSU students by 
teaching them how to focus 
on community food needs and 
problem solving through civic
Irish
By Samantha Butcher i
GVL Managing Editor
Although people around the world celebrate St. Patrick’s Day each 
year with green beer and corned beef and cabbage, very little is known 
about Ireland’s patron saint.
St. Patrick, who lived in the 5th century, set out to convert Irish nobles 
to Christianity, an effort that spread throughout the country. Historians 
estimate that he performed his mission work for 30 years before his 
death on March 17, and the holiday commemorates his passing.
Here are the roots of other 
St. Patrick’s Day traditions.
Shamrock
Three-leaf clovers were seen as 
a symbol of the Holy Trinity. St. 
Patrick and other Christians used 
them to explain the concept of 
three elements of one God during 
Ireland’s conversion to Christianity.
Green clothing
Leprechauns
According to Irish tradition, leprechauns 
mended fairies’ shoes. They were paid 
with gold coins, which they collected in 
large pots. The sound of a hammer was 
considered a telltale sign of a leprechaun’s 
presence. Leprechauns could be caught, but 
would vanish as soon as you looked away.
The tradition of wearing green on St. Patrick’s Day — and the fear of being pinched 
— was started by Irish students. The country, also called the “Emerald Isle,” is known 
for its greenery. Green has also been used by several revolutionary groups in Ireland 
and appears on the country’s flag.
managinxeditor@lanthorn .com
In many ways,
ENS 493 empowers 
GVSU students by 
teaching them how 
to focus on 
community food 
needs and problem 
solving through 
civic engagement/7
-Edwin Joseph
GVSU associate professor 
of geology
engagement,” Joseph said. 
“People are very enthusiastic 
about the program. It has gone 
very well and we are achieving 
our objectives.”
The garden models and 
posters created by the students 
while designing their individ­
ual community gardens are on 
display and can be viewed at 
GVSU’s Michigan Alternative 
and Renewable Energy Center 
(MARC) located on Viridian 
Drive in Muskegon. 
assistantnews @ lanlhom rom
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor
Grand Valley University 
State students graduating 
fall of 2011 and beyond will 
benefit from a reduction 
in the number of courses - 
three to two - to fulfill the 
GVSU theme requirement.
“The theme requirement 
has benefited students 
over the years through its 
three multi-disciplinary, 
innovative courses,” said 
Provost Gayle Davis, vice 
president of academic 
affairs. “However, its 
implementation has been 
difficult at a scale required 
for a university of Grand 
Valley’s size. Not only 
students but also the 
academic departments have 
had challenges in scheduling 
the full three-course series. 
This change was made 
to continue to offer the 
benefits of the themes while
...(The theme)'s 
implementation has 
been difficult at a 
scale required for a 
university of Grand 
Valley's size. Not only 
(for) students but 
also the academic 
departments... n
-Gayle Davis
GVSU Provost
mitigating the challenges of 
course scheduling.”
Maria Cimitile, academic 
program and development 
officer, said the reduction 
in the theme requirement is 
all part of GVSU’s attempt 
at restructuring general 
education in the best way 
to deliver knowledge and 
skills students need as a part 
of the core liberal education 
component of their degree.
“The major change 
under consideration is a 
shift in focus to the skills 
that we know are critical to 
the 21st C global world,” 
Cimitile said. “This differs 
somewhat from the current 
themes program, and we 
look forward to a revision 
that helps students improve 
their skills that we know 
they need to enter graduate 
school or employment.”
Although the change 
was made quickly to 
accommodate the March 
21 registration deadline, 
Cimitile said the decision (o 
alter the general education 
program was well received 
by faculty, staff and 
students.
Cimitile said that 
registration, financial aid 
and MyPath will include 
reminders about the change.
She said in addition, 
any students for whom the 
change in theme requirement 
causes a hardship should 
contact the provost’s office 
by phone at 616-331-2400 
or by e-mail at provost@ 
gvsu.edu.
news@ lanthorn .com
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University Academic 
Senate votes in favor 
of theme reduction
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SPORTS SHORTS MAKING HISTORY GVSU adds two national titles to collection
Courtesy photo / Kelsey Deacon
First time's the best: The Grand Valley State's women's track team placed first in the National Championships held in New Mexico last week. They beat rival Ashland with a team-record 29 points.
WOMEN'S TRACK AND FIELD
Lakers capture first title in GVSU track and field history
JUSTIN RINGLER
, EARNS SPOT ON 
DAKTRONICS 
. ALL MIDWEST 
REGION
; SECOND TEAM
’ Senior 
forward Justin 
Ringler was 
honored in a 
selection by 
the Daktronics 
All-Midwest 
Region Team 
as a member 
of the Second 
Team All- 
Midwest
Region. Ringler is the first Laker ever 
to total 1,400 points, 700 rebounds 
and 300 assists in his career at Grand 
Valley State University. During a 
strong senior season reflective of his 
successful career, Ringler led GVSU 
in points (14.3 ppg), rebounds (6.1 
rpg) and assists (70) for the second 
straight season. He was also selected 
to the All-GLIAC North Division First 
Team for the second time and the 
North Division All-Defensive Team
for the third time in his career.! »
■ MEN’S GOLF
FINISHES 12™ 
AT RICHARD 
RENDLEMAN 
INVITATIONAL
The Grand Valley State University 
men's golf team finished 12th 
at the 2011 Richard Rendleman 
Invitational in Salisbury, N.C, with a 
two-round total of 615. University 
of Nbrth Carolina - Pembroke 
finished first with a 581, followed by 
Belmont-Abbey with 587. For the 
Lakers, freshman Chris Cunningham 
finished T-14 with a two-day total 
of 148. Junior Travis Shooks and 
sophomore Chase Olsen finished 
T-49 with a 36-hole total of 155. Alex 
Willnow finished T-54 after shooting 
157 while Josh Burt finished 63rd 
with a 160. The Lakers will be back in 
action March 12-13 at the Tusculum 
Invitational in Greenville, Tenn.
SOFTBALL TEAM 
GOES 8-3 
DURING 
FLORIDA TRIP
With six doubleheaders 
scheduled over the span of a 
week, the Grand Valley State 
University softball team won eight 
of 11 games on the team's trip to 
Clermont, Fla. during spring break. 
One game was rained out.
NCAA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2011
MEN'S SWIM AND DIVE
1. Drury - 600.5 points
2. California-San Diego - 345
3. Wayne State - 295
4. Grand Canyon - 292.5
5. Wingate - 252
6. Bridgeport-213
7. GVSU-211.5
WOMEN'S SWIM AND DIVE
1. Drury - 483.5 points
2. Wayne State - 388
3. California-San Diego - 338
4. Clarion-272
5. Ashland - 240
6. Incarnate Word - 235
9. GVSU-184
By Brady Fredericksen
QVL Senior Reporter
On the biggest stage, the Grand 
Valley State women’s track and 
field team showed why it is ranked 
No. I in the nation by winning its 
first-ever NCAA Championship.
Friday’s first round of events 
resulted in success for the Lak­
ers as they finished the day with a 
team-record 29 points, good for an 
18-point advantage over Ashland 
University.
^similar
urday, the Lakers took home the 
national title for the first time 
in GVSU history by scoring 83 
points, 32 points ahead of second- 
place Lincoln University.
“There’s a couple things go­
ing into that, but it just played out 
that our strong events were on day 
one,” said GVSU head coach Jerry 
Baltes, whose women’s team fin­
ished second at indoor nationals 
last season. “But no doubt we had 
success scoring points and with 
our distance runners moving on to 
the finals, we were able to move to 
day two with success.”
In the field events, sophomore 
Liz Murphy earned six points by 
placing third in the weight throw 
while junior Jocelyn Kuksa also 
notched six points by placed third 
in the pole vault.
On the track, the distance med­
ley relay of Julia Nowak, Kayla 
Vallar, Madie Rodts and Monica 
Kinney earned GVSU another six 
points by finishing third with a 
time of 11:47.40.
“I was really happy about our 
result, but running that race is al­
ways the craziest. So for me, it’s 
fun to go out and run fast,” said 
Valler, who ran the 400-meter leg 
of the race. “I get so excited watch­
ing my teammates - you just have 
to cheer them on.”
As day two rolled around, so 
did the competition as GVSU’s 
18-point lead was cut to 4.5 points 
just two events into the last day.
“Every program has some 
strengths and weaknesses, but for­
tunately, for us we’re strong across 
the board,” said Baltes, who is in 
his 12th year at GVSU. “Yesterday 
we had the majority of our field 
events, so that’s why it appeared to 
get close early today. But we just 
had to make sure we did our job to 
compete and the points would just 
take care of themselves.”
The points did take care of 
themselves as the Lakers put to­
gether 54 more points to get to 
their eventual total of 83, but the 
day two success came in big part 
thanks to the success of their dis­
tance runners.
Kinney placed in three events to 
pace the Lakers with 21.5 points. 
On top of being a member of the 
third-place distance medley on
Friday, Kinney won the national 
title in the mile run with a time of 
4:44.41 to go with her title-time of 
16:28.02 in the 5,000 meter.
To go along with Kinney’s per­
formance, Chanelle Caldwell, who 
earned All-American status after 
finishing second in the 800-meter 
run (2:11.30), helped the GVSU 
cause by scoring eight points.
Finishing behind Kinney in the 
5,000 meter were Julia Nowak and 
Katherine McCarthy. Nowak fin­
ished at 17:39.76 while McCarthy 
crossed the finish line at 18:20.96.
“I feel extremely blessed to be a 
part of this team and I’m so proud 
of this,” said McCarthy, a senior. 
“Just watching the team and be 
here with them meant the world to 
me. I’m ecstatic about it. Everyone 
today deserves to be up on that tro­
phy stand.”
bfredericlcsen @ lanthorn x:om
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Heavyweight hit: GVSU senior Corey Melinn accepts his gold medal at the NCWA National Championship in Georgia. 
Melinn, who discovered the wrestling team his freshman year, has also recieved All-American honors three times.
WRESTLING
Melinn wins 
heavyweight 
national title
Team finishes second 
in NCWA championships
By Greg Monahan
GVL Sports Editor
After chasing the elusive heavyweight title for 
four years, senior heavyweight Corey Melinn fi­
nally has his national championship.
Melinn traveled south this weekend with the 
rest of the Grand Valley State University wrestling 
team to Macon, Ga. for the National Collegiate 
Wrestling Association’s National Championships.
He went undefeated in five matches, including 
two pins with one in just 59 seconds, to capture the 
individual title in the heavyweight division.
After finishing fifth and third in years past in 
the same division, Melinn said he knew it was all 
or nothing in his last shot to take the title.
“Right now, it’s an unreal feeling that I’ve been 
waiting four years for,” Melinn said. “It’s just like 
a numb feeling. I don’t even believe that it hap­
pened.”
After going 4-0 to start the tournament, in the 
final, the 285-pound senior faced California Bap­
tist University’s Alex Evers, a familiar foe for Me­
linn.
“I had wrestled the kid before and beat him 2-1, 
and I knew I had to be patient and wait for him to 
make a mistake,” he said. “He made that mistake 
shooting on me. and I sprawled and got behind
him, and as soon as that happened I knew I could 
just hang on for a minute and win the title.”
As a team, the Lakers led for a majority of 
the tournament before falling behind to Califor­
nia Baptist, which ended up taking the title. The 
122 points for GVSU was good for second place, 
which marked the seventh time in the past eight 
years the Lakers have finished in the top two.
“The goal is obviously always first, but taking 
second to a really good team and competing like 
we did - because we had them scared for a couple 
rounds - has us feeling pretty happy about our per­
formance,” said junior Nate Hall. “We really com­
peted above our level for a while, and guys are 
always shooting to do better, but we’re excited.”
Melinn’s title is the 22nd time in the past 11 
years that a Laker has won an individual champi­
onship, and he was joined by eight other Lakers at 
nationals in receiving All-American honors.
This marks the third time in four years that Me­
linn was named as an All-American, something 
that GVSU head coach Rick Bolhuis called “re­
markable” considering Melinn did not even plan 
on wrestling until finding out about the team at 
GVSU Student Life Night as a freshman.
“He’s a kid that didn’t even 
make it to the state meet in 
high school,” Bolhuis said. “He 
came to us as someone who 
was just hungry to wrestle and 
wanted to achieve big things, 
and he has just busted his tail.
I couldn’t be happier for him - 
really pleased.”
Not even Melinn foresaw an MELINN 
individual national title when 
he joined the club in late 2007.
“No way at all did I imagine this as a fresh­
man," he said. “No one knew who I was. I thought 
I’d come in and have some fiin, and I realized 
what was possible after my freshman year. I 
worked hard to improve myself and become what 
I am today.”
Although GVSU will lose Melinn to gradua­
tion, the team is still young and will graduate just 
five of the 40 wrestlers on the roster.
“Grand Valley is always right there, and we’ll 
continue to stay there,” Hall said.
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MEN'S SWIMMING AND DIVING
Men finish 7th at national championships
By Zach Sepanik
GVL Staff Writer
It is said that everything is 
bigger in Texas. For the Grand 
Valley State University men’s 
swim and dive team, it did not 
get any bigger than competing 
in the National Championships 
in San Antonio over Spring 
Break.
GVSU head coach Andy
Boyce was pleased with the 
performance of the teams’ 13 
qualifiers over the four-day 
National Championships at the 
Palo Alto College Natatorium 
as the Lakers finished with 
211.5 points, just 15 points be­
hind sixth-place University of 
Bridgeport.
“We were thinking we could 
fall anywhere in the top 10,” 
Boyce said. “Some of the guys 
haven’t rested since December
and in preparation for the Na­
tional Championships, so we 
were able to cut back on the 
yardage in practice. They really 
came out well and set numerous 
school records, and it was a tre­
mendous performance. We are 
really happy with our finish.”
Drury University took home 
the National Championship, its 
seventh straight and eighth in 
nine years.
“I am extremely proud of 
our guys,” said senior swimmer 
Justin Pattemiann. “Our relays 
came up big, and it was really 
a team effort. Drury University 
was the clear favorite going in, 
and along with University of 
Califomia-San Diego, who fin­
ished second, they had some 
guys who swam really well for 
them.”
On day one, Pattermann led 
the Lakers with a 15th-place 
finish in the 200-yard individual 
medley with a time of 1 minute 
5336 seconds.
“It means a lot to place in 
the top 15 of an event because 
it is the best of the best,” Pat­
termann said.
Junior swimmer Aaron Bee­
be led the way for the Lakers 
on day two with a second-place 
finish and school-record in the 
100-yard butterfly with a time 
of48j01.
Beebe led the charge again 
on day three with strong indi­
vidual and relay performances. 
He finished second in the 200- 
yard butterfly in a school-record 
time of 1:45.07 and also swam 
the final leg in the Lakers’ 
800-yard freestyle relay team, 
which touched second and fin­
ished with a school-record of 
6:3829.
“In the 200-yard butterfly
Paddla to tha podium: A member of the GVSU men's swimming team swims during February's GLIAC 
Championships. The men sent 13 swimmers and divers to San Antonio to compete In the national championships 
and took home seventh place overall In the process of breaking several individual school records.
//
I had probably the best meet of my college 
career. I had my first-ever top eight finish at 
nationals in an individual event. I am very happy 
with capping off my career here and how I did/7
SCHROTENBOER
race, all three top swimmers 
were under the pool record and 
the winner was under the na­
tional record, which was held 
by an Olympian,” Boyce said. 
“Beebe finishing in second, 
breaking our school record by 
over a second, was a great fin­
ish to his season.”
On the final day, senior 
swimmer Jordan Schrotenboer 
got his own share of the spot­
light by notching a third-place 
finish in the 200-yard back­
stroke with a time of 1:47.94.
“I had probably the best 
meet of my college career,” 
Schrotenboer said. “I had my 
first ever top-eight finish at na­
tionals in an individual event. I 
am very happy with capping off 
my career here and how I did.”
For Pattermann and Schro­
tenboer, a top-10 overall finish, 
the third in as many years for 
GVSU, felt pretty good.
“It’s an odd feeling,” Schro­
tenboer said. “I don’t know if it
has sunk in yet that I am done 
with college swimming. I am 
very happy that this is the way I 
went out though.”
Boyce added that most of 
the team will be back next year.
“We had six freshmen out of 
our 13 national qualifiers, and 
this is a huge experience for 
them,” he said. “They will be 
motivated to qualify again and 
tell all their teammates about 
it.”
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BASEBALL
jt-akers post 9-1 mark in Winter Haven (>)
GVSU improves to if3-2 on season
!---------------------------------- -—
| £y Derek Wolff
* Assistant Sports Editor
{; It’s always nice to mix busi- 
•ness with pleasure.
The Grand Valley State 
j University baseball team did
* just that as it rolled into Winter 
»Haven, Fla., to begin its spring
• break and coolly won nine of 
! 10 games in a six-day period.
| GVSU head coach Steve 
| Lyon said the annual trip has 
{continued to be a great exped­
ience for the team and has been 
| necessary in building confi-
tdence by playing solid, ranked Opponents.• “Down in Winter Haven, 
! there are a lot of schools that go 
.from the north and the east that 
are just beginning their seasons 
like us, so it’s a level playing 
field as opposed to going down
GVL Archive / Andrew Mills
Winter Haven warm-up: GVSU junior Steve Anderson makes a throw to first in 
a past season. The Lakers won nine of their 10 games in Winter Haven, Fla.
there and just playing a bunch 
of Florida schools,” Lyon said. 
“Most of the games we played 
were against very good, com­
petitive Division II teams.”
The Lakers improved to 
13-2 on their young season as 
they outscored opponents by 
50 and owned a 72-22 edge 
on the 10-game road trip. All
facets of the game have lead 
to their early success with the 
offense batting .303 and the 
pitching staff posting a 2.72 
ERA while keeping opposing 
hitters at bay with a .222 bat­
ting average.
“We worked hard getting 
prepared since getting back 
from winter break and I think
it showed,” Lyon said.
Leading the way amongst 
the pitchers is junior Kyle 
Schepel, who has posted a 0.50 
ERA and is 2-0 in 18 innings 
pitched thus far.
The pitching staff has been 
crucial for the Lakers success 
to this point, Schepel said.
“We’re throwing a lot of 
strikes and making the hitters 
get themselves out,” he said. “I 
think our pitching this year is 
just as good if not better than 
years past. Our hitting is the 
same way, and the team is re­
ally meshing well and playing 
very well.
The Lakers will begin their 
conference schedule when 
they visit Lake Erie College on 
March 26 for four games.
dwolff@ lanthorn jcom
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CONGRATULATIONS!
This was the energy reduction 
from last year in the month of 
November
6960 kwh
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Spring classes start May 9. Summer classes start June 29.
Pick up some extra credits, or stay one step ahead of the competition. Enrolling in Spring/Summer classes at Wayne State 
University as a guest student is the perfect way to do both. Enrollment is quick and easy. With five convenient locations in 
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties and hundreds of courses to choose from, Spring/Summer is a smart way to get ahead.
Visit summer.wayne.edu to apply as a guest student.••
Susie Skowronek, Laker Life Editor 
lakerlife^ianthorn.com
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Some hit the books, some 
hit the sack, some head 
home and others hit the 
road. When Lakers let loose 
for spring break, there’s no 
telling where they’ll go or 
what they’ll do.
No break for 
spring
By Marc Maycroft
GVLStaff writer
With the sunlight beating down on you for a golden tan that die world would envy, the white sand beneath your body and a cold drink in 
arm’s reach, it must be spring break — on TV.
Spring break for most college students today is not 
as ideal as Hollywood would like to presume. Destina­
tions like Ft. Lauderdale do bring in thousands of 
students every year, each looking for their own MTV 
Spring Break experience. Speaking of which, does 
MTV even do that anymore? Do you remember when 
they spent, like, the whole week showing bathing suits 
and semi-famous musicians on the beach, yet for some 
reason, they only swam in pools? For the last few 
years, many students have simply skipped their break. 
A large number of students hold down jobs while they 
attend college to supplement their budget, leaving 
them, in most cases, unable to pick up and go cross­
country for wild parties and raucous behavior.
Let us not forget the cost of travel. Plane tickets 
are expensive this time of year, not to mention various 
layovers and delays. Gas prices are outrageous right 
now, which makes car travel difficult. Also, driving to 
destinations like Florida from Michigan is time-con­
suming and dangerous. We all have that friend with an 
unhealthy obsession for gas station burritos. Put that 
together with a long road trip and you are asking for 
trouble. Hotel costs are a major issue as well - unless 
you enjoy sleeping on crusty sheets and renting by 
the hour. There is, of course, the option of sleeping in 
your car, but the push for hybrids and Mini Coopers 
destroyed that dream. If I wanted to know what being 
in the womb was like. I’d ask a baby. Gone are the 
days of SUVs and windowless panel vans that have 
inappropriate pictures spray painted on the side.
The cost of going is one thing, but the cost of leav­
ing is another. They don’t call them starving students 
because they like alliteration. College students are 
broke by occupation. We spend so much time in the 
classroom and in the books (that new novel won’t read 
itself you know) that we don’t have the time to make 
boat loads, even bumper boat loads of cash. However, 
students also cannot afford to lose their jobs. McDon­
alds is a forgiving place, but even they have their lim­
its. The jobs that keep students afloat don’t simply let 
you leave anymore because the guy with four degrees 
is waiting for a job too in this economy.
For students today, spring break has become just 
that: a break. We spend weeks in class, writing papers, 
taking tests and doing projects that we need some 
mental health time. Spring break isn’t about looking 
for the place with the tightest clothes and the nicest 
beaches anymore. It is about finding the comficst 
couch and the nicest bag of chips. Those who can’t 
do, teach, and those who can’t partake in spring break, 
well, we watch other people participate before we 
have to go back for the second half of the semester, 
where we will once more go crazy with stress.
So I took in the spring the best way I knew how: 
a Revenge of the Nerds marathon, homemade pina 
coiad&s and a pair of sweat pants that I may or may not 
have changed over the course of the week.
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Returning graduates: His House Christian Fellowship spring break trips have proven so popular that they draw former students back over Spring Break.
By Susie Skowronek '
GVL Laker Life Editor
A caravan of six vans ferrying 72 mem­
bers of His House Christian Fellowship de­
parted from GVSU at 5 pjn. on March 4. 
They were bound for Fort Myers, Fla.
Among the group were several gradu­
ates of Grand Valley State University re­
turning to make the trip south once again.
“I think people want to keep coming 
back to the spring break trip because it’s 
good to be selfless for a week and it’s nice 
to get away with a group of friends and 
serve others for a week,” said John Shaw, 
who graduated in December. *
The members of His House spend the 
week in Fort Myers, Fla., to serve vari­
ous organizations in the area. The group 
worked at Educational Concerns for Hun­
ger Organization (ECHO), an agricultural 
development organization; Special Eques­
trians, a therapeutic riding facility ; Senior 
Friendship Centers, building wheelchair 
ramps for members of the community ; a 
food bank; a soup kitchen and Habitat for 
Humanity.
“ECHO has been a favorite,” said Sarah 
Thompson, who graduated in May. “Last 
year, I got to chop down banana trees using 
a machete. That was fun.”
The group also weeds, mulches, and 
provides other kinds of manual labor for 
the agricultural development organiza­
tion. Although the work at ECHO is tough, 
Thompson said she gets an odd satisfaction 
from finishing the day covered in dirt.
Many of the graduates’ most memo­
rable moments from Spring Break have 
come from work at ECHO.
Last year, while pulling out banana 
trees, Thompson and her team discovered 
a skeleton mixed into the roots.
“I think it was a raccoon,” she said. “It 
was a little creepy.”
Despite having graduated from GVSU, 
former students continue to make the jour­
ney south on the week-long March trip to 
stay connected with the His House family.
“I miss the peopl^,” Thompson said. 
“It’s a week where there is a lot of us to­
gether in close proximity getting to know 
each other, working together and strength­
ening each other.”
The sense of community draws gradu­
ate Veronica Kolk to His House, and she 
now works as an intern for the Christian 
Fellowship organization.
“For me personally, I am part of a fam­
ily,” she said. “I think you just find a com­
munity in His House and the people there, 
and they are kind of like your family in the 
area. A big aspect of spring break is build­
ing relationships with people.”
To meet new friends, the members of 
His House look forward to the 28-hour van 
ride.
“You really build connections in the 
vans that really has a ripple effect into the 
week,” Kolk said.
Thompson said she has grown closer to 
people in her van who she did not know 
before the spring break trip.
We’re stuck together in a van - 28 hours 
with 12 of us,” she said. “It creates a lot of 
interesting situations where you leam a lot 
about other people and yourself, really. It 
becomes an instant support group - an in­
stant family in a way.”
Despite spending spring breaks during 
their college years in Fort Myers on service 
trips, the graduates say the trip does not get 
boring.
“I would like to go somewhere new, but 
it’s a different trip every year because you 
are with different people and learning dif­
ferent things about the Bible,” Shaw said. 
“It’s also nice because its tradition.”
Kolk added location does not matter in 
the end.
“It’s not really about the place as much 
as it is about the people and the work,” she 
said. “It’s not where you go that makes the 
trip, it’s who you’re with.”
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Class volunteers at poorest county in U.S.
Courtesy photo / Zac VanOsdol
Charitable break: The PA 380 group (pictured) volunteered in Dupree, S.D.
PA 380 students 
spend spring break 
working at Cheyenne 
Sioux YMCA
By Samantha Arnold
GVL Staff Writer
Spring Break 2011 was more 
than just a relaxing vacation for 
20 public administration stu­
dents and faculty at Grand Val­
ley State University.
They drove the 18 hours for 
their annilal service trip to South 
Dakota to help the town of Du­
pree, located in the Cheyenne 
Sioux Indian Reservation. This 
was the fifth year that the class 
has gone on a trip for Spring 
Break.
The Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy and the School of 
Public, Nonprofit and Health 
Administration helped sponsor 
the service learning trip.
“This trip is a great oppor­
tunity for students to see a dif­
ferent perspective of life,” said 
Quincy Williams, director of 
the Non Profit Leadership Alli­
ance and will serve as the fac­
ulty leader for the trip. “You get 
to see life on the other side of 
the tracks. It’s truly a humbling 
experience ”
The PA 380 class volun­
teered at the Cheyenne Sioux 
YMCA with after-school pro­
grams and with the Native 
American youth in the poorest
county in the United States. Six 
tornadoes swept through the 
area in two days in 2010, along 
with a major ice storm in Janu­
ary that left the county without 
power.
“This (was) my first service 
trip ever,” said Zac VanOsdol, 
a GVSU senior. “I’ve done lo­
cal mission or service projects 
but that’s it. I’m even more 
excited about this trip because 
it’s the poorest county in the 
United States. Many mission 
trips leave the U.S., but I feel 
it is necessary to also help fel­
low Americans,especially since 
they are Native.”
Before leaving for South Da­
kota, he expected to encounter a
different culture. West Michi­
gan might seem industrialized 
and wealthy compared to the 
designated poorest county.
“It’s a great opportunity for 
students to reach out to such a 
culture. We talk about diversity 
and culture, and now we get to 
experience it,” Williams said. 
“Life outside of West Michigan 
is just so much different, it’s 
a totally new cultural experi­
ence.”
Volunteers worked on lo­
cal service projects in Dupree 
in the mornings and spent the 
afternoons working with after­
school programs at the YMCA.
“It was a lot of work that’s 
for sure, but it was lots of fun
//
Many mission 
trips leave the 
U.S., but I feel it 
is necessary to 
also help fellow 
Americans, 
especially since 
they are Native/7
-Zac VanOsdol
GVSU senior
too,” said senior Victor Ramir­
ez. “In the mornings, we would 
work and volunteer on different 
things, and after school got out, 
we would hang out with the 
kids at the YMCA. I’d really 
like to go back ”
Ramirez also recommends 
other students join him on his 
second trip to South Dakota.
“I’d totally recommend it to 
other students as long as your 
heart’s in it to work for the com­
munity and you aren't just look 
ing for a vacation, because it’s a 
lot of hard work,” he added 
For more information re­
garding the 2011 service trip or 
for upcoming events and servic 
es, go to sdsh Wogspotcom 
, samold® lanthorn mm
l /
Heavy Linen Card Stock 
Luxor Foiled Seals Will 
Shimmer With Light
1 & 2 bedroom lofts 
10 to 12 month lease terms
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Announcements
Biggby Coffee, Allendale. 
$1.00 off any grande/super 
specialty drink with coupon. 
See Coupon Connection, 
page a4. Free WiFi. 
www.biaabv.com
Boardwalk Subs, Standale. 
Located across from the 50 
bus stop near Lake Michigan 
and Wilson. Jersey-style 
subs, fundraising, catering, 
www. boardwalksubs. net
Liberty Muffler & Brake, Jeni- 
son. We beat written esti­
mates. Students receive 20% 
off. See coupon connection, 
page A4. (616) 457-4000
Seniors Graduating in April. 
Don’t forget to order gradua­
tion announcements and a 
diploma frame. Signature An­
nouncements has a package 
starting from $32.99. Order 
today at
www.SignatureA.com or call 
888-830-8305
Get ahead this summer. Take 
spring/summer classes at 
Wayne State University. Five 
convenient locations in Ma­
comb, Oakland & Wayne 
Counties. For more informa­
tion visit summer.wayne.edu 
to apply as a guest student.
Mug Shots Burgers & Brews, 
Allendale. Buy one burger, 
get one half off. See Coupon 
Connection, page A4. Be­
come our Facebook fan to 
learn about upcoming 
events.
No spring break plans? Make 
planning easy at 
Lanthorn.com. Click the 
“Travel” tab and check on 
prices to the best spring 
break destinations with only 
a few clicks. 
www.lanthom.com
Peninsula Trading Travel 
Gear. Rent or purchase top 
brands of travel gear and 
luggage. 10% off all mer­
chandise for students. 
www.peninsulatrading.com
Take a couple classes at 
your community college this 
summer. Get caught up or 
ahead. Costs are lower & 
most credits transfer to 
Grand Valley. Look for the ad 
in today’s Lanthorn for a list 
of Michigan community col­
leges including West Shore 
Community College.
Want GVSU news now? The 
Lanthorn has it covered. Visit 
our website, Facebook, You­
Tube, or Twitter for the latest 
GVSU campus and sports 
news, www.lanthom.com
Roommates
2 Female roommates wanted 
for 2011-2012 school y^ar! 
We’ve signed a nine month 
lease ($395 plus utilities) for a 
4 bedroom, 2 bath town- 
house at Campus West. We 
are fun, easy going, serious 
students. Email
stewarha@mail.gvsu.edu if 
interested! _____________
2 female roommates wanted 
for 2011- 2012 school year! 
Nine month lease. Rent $395 
plus utilities. Campus West 
Townhouse 4 bedroomss, 2 
bathrooms. Email
stewarha@mail.gvsu.edu.
Services
versify Bookstore. Shop 
ne anytime with the Uni- 
sity Bookstore. •
w.ubs.gvsu.edu
Wanted
Receptionist position avail­
able at The Lanthorn begin­
ning Fall 2011. Training to 
begin this semester. Possibil­
ity for advancement to Busi­
ness Manager/Assistant 
Business Manager positions. 
Apply now at The Lanthorn 
office, 0051 Kirkhof Center. 
Knowledge of general office 
work and business skills a 
plus. Underclassmen pref- 
ered.
Employment
Lanthorn Ad Designer Posi­
tions available beginning 
Summer & Fall 2011. Experi­
ence needed on Mac, Pho­
toshop, and illustrator. Apply 
today in the Lanthorn office 
0051 Kirkhof. Call 
616-331-2484 or email ad- 
vertising@lanthorn.com with 
questions. Underclassmen 
preferred.
Lanthorn Advertising Sales 
Representative Positions 
available beginning Fall 2011. 
Can be used as an intern­
ship. Real life experience 
with clients and good pay. 
Apply now at The Lanthorn 
office 0051 Kirkhof Center. 
Call 616-331-2484 or email 
advertising@lanthom.com 
with questions. Underclass­
men preferred.
The Lanthorn is looking for 
an Assistant Business Man­
ager. Should be available up 
to 15 hours and on Fridays. 
The interview process will 
continue until the position is 
filled. Freshman to Junior 
status is preferred. Must 
have Excel knowledge. Will 
be assisting with budgeting, 
payroll, accounts payable 
and account receivable. 
Cover letter, resume, and ref­
erences are needed. Stop in 
to the Lanthorn office to ap-
Catholic Campus Ministry
Lent at GVSU
Mondays
Coffee Conversations 
with the Pastor
(Biggby Coffee Allendale)
9:00-10:00 AM
Communal Reconciliation
March 30, 7:30 PM
(Parish Center)
Spring Ratraat
March 25-26
Sign up on the Website 
(St. Francis - Conklin)
Rosacy
< Wednesdays at Noon or
Thursdays at 8:30 PM 
(see website for locations)
Tuesdays
Mass -12:00 Noon 
(Parish Center)
Bible Study - 8:00 PM
(Cook-DeWitt Conference Rm)
Wednesdays
Soup Suppers - 5:30 - 7:15 PM 
(Parish Center)
Thursdays
Mass - 6:00 PM
(Parish Center)
Fridays
Stations of the Cross - 5:30 PM 
Mass - 6:00 PM 
Individual Reconciliation 
6:30 PM
(all at the Parish Center)
www.GVSUCatholic.org
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Find yours here
myloft45.com
616-895-2500
* Bring in this ad for special discount
Graduation Announcements 
& Diploma Frames
Sorority, Fraternity 
and Student Group 
Stationery and Gifts also available.
Enter Coupon Code "NEWSPAPER" at checkout and receive 
2 free keepsake announcement covers.
See our Seniors Guide to Graduation Onlinel
www.SignatureA.com/Grad
t;> • * i. /
Tips for Graduating Students on Job Hunting, Interviewing & Resume Writing
Written by a College Recruiter
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Our Family is Dedicated to Supporting 
the Education Community.
Signature Announcements was started by a College Student to bring better 
prices, quality and service to students across the U.S. •
1 . • i- i?i- ii ws 'i»! yiun/nc ' JiTifiod
> I .• v| • jp i,-, ytrt ty >vn l.xri;
i . ,1 .tiO Ofltf SHOll) bflH ,lljBf>1,0b
(C'xjrnnounccmcnti
www.SignatureA.com
P: 888-830-8305 | F: 888-830-8310
Signature Announcements. Inc proutfty seMs officiafty kerned 
products for organizations represented by these licensing agtnctev
l
Units Available
Lmm
Today!
^V.CCABt f/,
i' > rm IfRarI Kl I M
CAMPUS
Grand Valley Lanthorn |
Monday, March 14,2011 Your life* at Grand Valiev
I AKER LIFE
Curtain will go up on 'Respect'this week
By Susie Skowronek
GW. Laker Life Editor
Posters sporting a human 
silhouette and the words “Have 
you seen me?" have popped up 
on bulletin boards across cam­
pus. The shadow can be seen on 
a banner in Kirkhof Center and 
at the Rec Center, but the mar­
keters have kept tight lips as to 
the meaning of these advertise­
ments.
The Grand Valley State Uni­
versity Respect the Distance 
campaign is based on a similar 
mystery marketing campaign 
for the Grand Rapids Gilda’s 
Club, an organization dedicated 
to the emotional and social sup­
port of people with cancer.
GVSU senior Cora Pel- 
lerito, program volunteer intern 
for Gilda's Club, said both the 
Respect the Distance and the 
Gilda’s Club campaigns try to
START HERE.
NOT HERE.
generate interest.
In the fall, Gilda’s Club 
posted smiley faces around 
Grand Rapids to spark people’s 
curiosity.
“It got news feed. All the 
news places were trying to fig­
ure out who this was, what it 
was, what was going on. They 
didn’t know if it was for some­
thing big, if was just someone 
randomly doing it. They didn’t 
know anything.”
Ultimately, Gilda’s Club 
revealed the smiley campaign 
was meant to draw interest to 
Laugh Fest, a comedy festival 
fundraiser that runs March 10- 
20 and features such talents as 
Betty White and Bill Cosby.
Events will take place at vari­
ous venues in Grand Rapids, 
and tickets can be purchased 
through Ticketmaster.
Like the Gilda’s Club smiley 
face campaign, GVSU’s Health 
and Wellness marketers aim 
to draw people’s attention and 
“create a buzz” about what the 
Respect the Distance human 
silhouette might promote.
“We’re trying to get people 
interested before the purpose is 
revealed,” said Michelle Car­
penter, Health and Wellness 
marketing intern.
A Face book page, Respect 
the Distance, has drawn a fol­
lowing of less than 100 fans, 
but the marketing team behind
the movement hopes the cam­
paign will grow.
The page features pictures 
of pictures of people holding 
masks with question marks to 
censor their faces from the pho­
tos. A person in a Mr. GVSU 
pageant sash masks his face 
from a picture, and a crowd of 
people dressed in Alpha Omi- 
cron Pi t-shirts all hold the cam­
paign’s question mark to block 
their faces.
The purpose of the Respect 
the Distance campaign will be 
revealed Monday. Visit the Re­
spect the Distance Face book 
page to learn more.
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HAVE YOU
SEEN ME?
Courtesy photo / gvsu.edu
Mystery: Respect the Distance 
posters (pictured) surround campus.
"[The Gilda's 
Club] got news 
feed. All the 
news places were 
trying to figure 
out who this 
was, what it was, 
what was going 
on.They didn't 
know if it was for 
something big, if 
was just someone 
randomly doing it. 
They didn't know
anything.1//
-Cora Pellerito
Program Volunteer 
Intern for Gilda's Club
see LANTHORN.COM
to view an online exclusive 
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f. Sign a lease, and get
a FREE $25 “debit 
dollar” card tor GVSU
^ . campus dining
WWW.CAMIHJSVIEWHOUSINC. COM -ends Mar. 31st
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